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Hypericum japonicum Thunberg 
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Fig. 2. H. japonicum Thunb. (Swedish Museum of Natural History 4Xj 

Nordenstam tSfiffi-J#) 
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Resume 

The type specimen of Hypericum japonicum Thunberg had not been known, 
till I found it among the specimens of the Herbarium of the Swedish Museum 
of Natural History, Stockholm on 25th August 1978 (Fig. 2). I distinguished 
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the species Sarothra laxa (Blume) Y. Kimura from the species, Sarothra 
japonica (Thunb.) Y. Kimura, in my monograph “Hypericaceae” (1951). One 
can easily distinguish these two species by its character of the bracts: 
lanceolate in 5. japonica and ovate in 5. laxa. The figure of Hypericum ja- 
ponicum drawn in Thunberg’s Flora Iaponica (Fig. 1) leads to error in judg¬ 
ment by its ovate bracts which somewhat resembles those of Hypericum 
laxum. But the type specimen of Hypericum japonicum shows us lanceolate 
bracts as those described by Thunberg. 
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